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After Bartók…Putting differently. 
Bartók Plus Opera Festival is the most important Bartók festival in the world. Thus, in this privilaged Bartók Year of 2016, we have an important role and a great responsibility. Our innovative concept – which has been the characteristics of the festival since its foundation – is going to be realised renewed and with a rich programme.  
Bartók Plus Opera Festival represents Béla Bartók’s spirit: it includes and inspires, supports talents and honours those arts which create value. It searches the influence of the world-famous Hungarian composer’s ouvre, the forms of expression of music and musician generations after him. 
During the days of the festival of 2016 we offer you the unit of music, theatre, art at the Miskolc National Theatre, in the concerts held in churches, at the Meeting of Bartók Choirs, and in the open-air and street events being even richer and busier than usual. 
And on the 11th of June, 2016, on the day of the Bartók Marathon we recall Béla Bartók, the revolutionary composer from dawn to night ’…in the name of nature, art, science’.  
From 1 January 2016 Bartók’s works have become out of copyright, with the exception of his stage works and those composed in the United States. For the last day of Bartók Plus 2016 we have invited noted musicians to show the audience how they would play Bartók in his spirit…Putting differently.
This year Bartók Plus Opera Festival Miskolc presents all three stage works of Béla Bartók. The performance of BARTÓK MARATHON, linked from the pieces Bluebeard’s castle, The Miraculous Mandarin and The wooden Prince is Géza M. Tóth’s work. For this occasion the most talented young artists and the doyens of theatre have been formed a group to show us Bartók’s universe, the genious of art. However, Bartók Marathon offers even more: by evoking Béla Bartók’s spirit, a conference called Bartók and the stage will open, on the public places of Miskolc bystanders can hear Bartók’s music all day, and Bartók’s works will also be sung in the concert of the Cantemus Choir of Nyíregyháza. 
The OPERA FOR THOUSANDS has become part of the art programme of Bartók Plus Opera Festival Miskolc in the spirit of our earlier motto ’Opera for all!’ In our series representing the immortal opera masterpieces, after Tosca (stage director: Attila Vidnyánszky), Traviata (stage director: Ferenc Anger), Aida (stage director: János Mohácsi) and Il Trovatore (stage director rendező: Judit Galgóczy), now we stage Georges Bizet’s opera Carmen, in the direction of Miklós Gábor Kerényi – 140 years after its Budapest premiere.
In the last fifteen years Bartók Plus Opera Festival Miskolc has taken a prominent role in international opera life. This year the performers of the CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN OPERA REVIEW  – our series presenting the opera life of the area – are represented by the Helikon Opera from Moscow (Leoš Janáček: The Makropulos Affair), the ’Oleg Danovski’ National Theatre of Opera and Ballet (Prokofiev: Romeo and Juliet), the National Opera of Bucharest (George Enescu: Oedipe) and the Opera Krakow (Richard Strauss: Ariadne auf Naxos). 

It is our mission to stage the works of contemporary composers. Our declared objective is to discover new popular operas and share them in national and international opera world. This year in Miskolc the CONTEMPORARY PREMIERE will be Creative Connections by Tamás Beischer-Matyó, the young, but already Erkel Prize-winning composer, in the guest performance of  the Budapest Operetta Theatre.
