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REBIRTH OF OPERA
Bartók Plus Opera Festival 2017 – Miskolc, 16 to 25 June 2017
A series of revolutionary innovations in the musical scene of the 20th century relate to two outstanding Hungarian musicians, Béla Bartók and Zoltán Kodály. Bartók’s genius created a new musical universe while Kodály endeavoured in educating an audience and community well versed in music and rich in the soul.

Bartók Plus Opera Festival, with its production Bartók Marathon was the flagship of the Bartók-Year celebrations in 2016. In the year of 2017 bringing a Kodály anniversary, the festival is again in the forefront of the programme focussing on Zoltán Kodály, the composer, music educator and ethnomusicologist.

Kodály believed that the Western World is not interested in how we can mimic it but is eager to know what we have to offer as a cultural contribution. Bartók Plus Opera Festival has undertaken to initiate the creation of contemporary popular opera. It claims that the audience should regain the right of judgement while composers should find ways to bring joy to many people with their music in high quality operas and other compositions.
In search for the new popular opera the stage at Bartók Plus Opera Festival is open to works stretching the limits of the genre. We are relentless in our quest for new directions for popular contemporary opera to contribute to the rebirth of the genre.
THE KODÁLY-PROGRAMME
Zoltán Kodály: Budavári Te Deum, Psalmus Hungaricus
Psalmus Hungaricus and Budavári Te Deum are considered to be “Twin Peaks” in Kodály, the composer’s oeuvre. There is no trace of the folksongs in Te Deum encompassing Gregorian turns, Bach-like choral management and Renaissance tunes or in the “Hungarian Psalm” (Psalmus Hungaricus) carrying influences of Greek drama, nonetheless each opus emanates the spirit of Hungarian Folk Music. As it was put by his fellow musician, Béla Bartók: “If you ask me about the works that are the best embodiment of the Hungarian spirit, my answer is they are the works by Kodály. Both these works are confessions of faith for the Hungarian soul.”
By presenting the audience these oratorical pieces Bartók Plus 2017 wishes to pay tribute to Kodály’s creative genius at the Opening Concert of the festival. The same night will be the world premiere of Gyula Fekete’s orchestral composition, the Cello Concerto, which was dedicated by the author to Bartók Plus Opera Festival.


Performance: June 16th, 2017
WORLD PREMIERES
Tamás Ittzés: A Lutherek (The Luthers)
Ragtime-opera

This “crossover-tasting” ragtime-opera deploys all the musical elements that fit in the genre of jazz: swing, blues, dixieland, gospel, spirituals, and naturally ragtime. This musical cavalcade well in line with the spirit of the age is nonetheless very coherent musically. 
The plot is organised around the key events of Martin Luther King’s life. First only through allusions but the story also features Martin Luther who lived five hundred years ago. Later on, after King’s death the two title characters meet in Heaven. It soon becomes apparent that the issues they were concerned with, Martin Luther 5 hundred years ago and Martin Luther King 5 decades ago are still relevant and present themselves in the lives of European, as well as American people.
The music for A Lutherek (The Luthers), an artistic tribute to the 500th anniversary of the Reformation is provided by the enlarged Bohém Ragtime Jazz Band lead by the composer himself. The performance is produced jointly by Bartók Plus Opera Festival and the Csokonai National Theatre in Debrecen. 

Performance: June 18h, 2017 
Levente Gyöngyösi: The Master and Margarita
Opera-musical

Mikhail Bulgakov’s novel, The Master and Margarita is among the highest peaks of universal literature.  A work of art composed of many layers and interpreted in many different ways, in which several genres and styles, Romanticism, Realism and the grotesque make up a unified whole. The ambition of Levente Gyöngyösi’s opera-musical is no less than to integrate contemporary opera and musical into an organic entity. The performing apparatus includes a rock band with two synthesizers in addition to the symphonic orchestra at the world premiere of this large-scale work.
“The Magnum Opus of my life so far” says the composer, Levente Gyöngyösi, who debuted at the Hungarian State Opera at the age of 25 and worked for 3 years on this composition. “Ever since my childhood I have been intrigued by the relationship between classical music and so-called light music and how these two distant contemporary trends could be brought closer to each-other. The Master and Margarita was a seminal reading experience of my youth and offered a splendid opportunity to give it a try.  I would like to re-tell Bulgakov’s universal masterpiece in an easy to comprehend and entertaining style without letting go of the complexity and depths of the book”.
The symphonic version of the opera-musical written on the invitation by Gábor Hollerung will be performed at Bartók Plus Opera Festival at this world premiere with the contribution of the Dohnányi Symphonic Orchestra in Budafok and the Cantemus Choir from Nyíregyháza while soloists will be the excellent singers of the Hungarian State Opera.

Performance: June 24th, 2017
WINNER OF THE OPERA COMPOSITION COMPETITION
Szabolcs Mátyássy: Scaevola
Opera

“The genre of opera is very much alive, but you must make the audience believe it is not the business of the narrow élite” - says Szabolcs Mátyássy, composer, winner of Key to the Future 2016 the Opera Composition Competition advertised by Bartók Plus Opera Festival. The key motif of this tragic two-act opera is the ancient legend of Mucius Scaevola saving Rome with his brave loyalty putting his right hand over burning fire. His heroic gesture is revived in a wartime situation at the turn of the Millennium.
The performance is the joint production of Bartók Plus Opera Festival and the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music.

Performance: June 21st, 2017
FROM THE OPERA STAGES OF EUROPE
Leonard Bernstein: Candide
Musical-operetta

Leonard Bernstein is well known by the Hungarian audience as the renowned conductor of the New York Philharmonic and composer of West Side Story. However, his Candide, classified as musical, operetta or even opera buffa by the critics is less than familiar to us. On Hungarian music stages it is primarily the Overture and Cunegonde’s aria “Glitter and Be Gay” that can be heard at gala performances. The piece that debuted on Broadway in 1956 can be seen in Miskolc as a guest performance of the Pforzheim Theatre.

Performance: June 19th, 2017
Shigeaki Saegusa: Jr. Butterfly
Opera
Jr. Butterfly is nobody else but Puccini’s Madama Butterfly and Pinkerton’s son. The boy was raised by Pinkerton and his American wife, as we know it from Puccini’s opera. Now you will learn what turns his life takes when he is sent to Japan as a soldier during the second World War, how he falls in love with a Japanese girl and how their lives are changed by the Bomb dropped on Nagasaki and how he gets to know the story of his real mother from the opera by the Japanese composer, Shigeaki Saegusa.
The work whose composer writes music for traditional kabuki theatre as well as for contemporary Japanese animation film (anime) was written in 2004, and it was first performed in the West at the Italian Puccini Festival where this was the only opera by an author other than Puccini. The Miskolc performance is the fruit of the cooperation between Bartók Plus and the Puccini Festival in Torre del Lago.
Performance: June 23rd, 2017
OPERA FOR THOUSANDS
Zoltán Kodály: Székely fonó (The Spinning Room)
Singspiel

“Let music belong to everyone!” By reference to this often quoted phrase of Zoltán Kodály’s did Bartók Plus Opera Festival proclaim: „Let opera belong to everyone!” Our intent was to captivate a new layer of the audience for whom opera can become a living and lively piece of art that can influence our contemporary lives. This is how the project “Opera for Thousands” came into being, which presents popular classic operas to the audience in an unconventional way out of the walls of the theatre, set against public buildings in the public spaces of Miskolc  These free open-air community opera programmes have actually engaged thousands of people as opera audience.

On the 50. anniversary of Zoltán Kodály’s death, his work Székely fonó (The Spinning Room) will be made a publicly shared treasure as an opera for thousands.  True, the piece is classified as a singspiel but it was in this opera-sized work that Kodály put the Hungarian folk song on the stage of the Budapest Opera House. This one-act “string of folk songs” presents a timeless plot with characters who do not have individual names making the general validity of its moral even more emphatic.

Mysteries of these “balladic genre pictures” presented in the programme of Bartók Plus 2017 by the Hungarian State Opera will be revealed in “initiation performances” before the show according to the tradition of the series.

Performance: June 22nd, 2017
EXCLUSIVE CONCERT PROGRAMME
Russian Chamber Philharmonic
The Russian Chamber Philharmonic of St Petersburg are rated as most authentic interpreters of the Russian musical world. Their performance convinces with virtuosity and the utmost expression that are the staples of Russian performers and they reflect the talent and famous standards of their homeland's musical education.

The much admired Russian string sound has made the St Petersburg orchestra one of the most sought-after ensembles in Europe. Nora Friedrichs, coloratura soprano, soloist at their concert is one of the freshest stars of today’s opera scene in Berlin. Her partner, who made a memorable success at the Three Tenors Gala of Bartók Plus 2010, Mikhail Agafonov, tenor, is a celebrated singer in Europe as well as in Northern America. 

Performance: June 25th, 2017
I Musici di Roma
The “Musicians” (I Musici) come from Rome, this is why this world famous chamber orchestra is often referred to as “I Musici di Roma”. They, being Italians opened the concert halls for 18th century Italian music and made Antonio Vivaldi’s Four Seasons the most famous musical piece of the world’s concert repertory. Composers like Nino Rota, Valentino Bucchi or Ennio Morricone have dedicated works to them. Now in its 65th year, I Musici still represents the same world class that was expressed by Toscanini, the conductor, when listening to them: “no! la musica non muore” (“no! music will not die”). In Miskolc, in addition to works by Nino Rota and Astor Piazzolla, they will perform Brahms’ Hungarian Dances and greet the audience with Bartók’s Romanian Dances.

Performance: June 20th 2017 
